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Abstract: We are all connected by the ocean.  We depend on it for food, recreation 
and many livelihoods.  The ocean’s natural and cultural resources are part of the 
world heritage to be preserved for present and future generations.  The public 
interest in preserving this ocean heritage is evident in international and US law.  The 
1972 World Heritage Convention started recognizing natural and cultural places of 
“outstanding universal value” on land has evolved to recognize the importance of 
conserving such heritage found at sea.  While the focus over the first couple of 
decades was on terrestrial sites, over the past couple of decades the interest has 
included marine resources and sites as evidenced in the listing of the Dugong 
(Manatees) by Japan or the inscription of Papahānaumokuākea (a Marine National 
Monument established under the Antiquates Act).  Under US law, setting aside 
special marine areas with significant natural  and cultural resources started with the 
Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (now more commonly 
known as the National Marine Sanctuaries Act).  This presentation will provide an 
overview of the development and implementation of the international and US law 
protecting the natural and cultural resources in the ocean and views on some 
suggested next steps including cooperation at the international level through 
UNESCO such as World Heritage Sites in the high seas such as Titanic and the 
Sargasso Sea.
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